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RESOLUTION

^ . WHtrREAS, in consonance lith the general purpose ofthe Mandatory
Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) as privided in lule 1, Section l, Bar
Matter No. 850 which is

"continuing legal cducatio' is required of members of the Integrated Bar
of the Philippines (IBp) 1o etrzure thut rhroughout their career,'ihey keep
abreast with law and jurisprudence, maintafui the ethics of the'proiession
and enhance tre standards ofthe practice of law;,'

IVHIRBAS, the MCLE has been going on since 2001 or for the last
eighteen (18) years with all programs conducted in a traditional classroom
setting;

. WHtrRfAS, the onset of computer technology rnade it necessary to
adopt current trends of leaming and it ls relevant witlithe changing times that
an alternarive mode of delivery of the MCLE be made available 6 members
of the Bar through snline and on demand MCLE;

Srt$reme @ourt
Slanila

ENBANC

NOTICE

..A.M. No.I9-f0_16-SC

Rules and Regulations in the Conduct of MCLf, Online

Sirs/Mesdames:

Please take notice that the court en banc issued a Resorution dated
NOVEMBER 26,, ZAl9, whieh reads as fol lows :



Resolution A.M. No. l9-10-16-SC

WHEREAS, online MCLE is not something new but has long been

adopted and successfillly implemented in other jurisdictions;

WHEREAS, online MCLE would provide a wide variety of
course/topic choices to members ofthe Bar wherein they can adequately select

courses/topics relevant to their practice and interest;

WHEREAS, online MCLE would address the need for MCLE
activities in the provinces, especially in far-flung areas where MCLE activities
are few and far between, as well as {br Filipino lawyers who are based abroad

and would like to update their MCLE compliance;

WHEREAS, MCLE online would offer a convenient alternative to
traditional MCLE lecture series, especially to old larvyers and persons with
disability (PWD), and would provide a flexible way of scheduling the
individual MCLE compliance of members of the Bar which is adaptable to
their busy schedules;

WHERBAS, online MCLE would save dme, energy and othel
resources of members of the Bar as they need not travel and secure
accommodation at or near the venue of MCLE seminars:

WHEREAS, there is a
requirements and responsibilities
conduct MCLE online:

need to clearly define the minimum
of accredited MCLE Providers desirins io

WH8REAS, there is likewise a need ro define the guidelines and
minimurn require'rents for lawyers who want to avail themselves of MCLE
online;

WHBREAS' pursuant to Memorandum order No. 3s-2arg dated June
l3' 2019' the subcommifiee on Maintenance of Membership in the philippine
Bar was created and reorganized;

WHERDAS, the MCLE Governins
allowing the conduct of MCLE online as ir
MCLE subject to two (2) major requirements

3:y-rT"" of authenticity of identity of lawyers taking online
MCLE: and

relevancy ofcontent of the program;

Board approved a Resolution
alternative mode of deliverine
as follows:

a)

b)



Resolution
A.M. No. l9-10-16-SC

WHf,REAS, the MClE€oveming Board submitted the Resolutioncontaining a draft guideline for the .;;; 
"; MCLE Online ro rheSubcommittee on Maintenance ofMembership i" tf,1 philippine Bar;

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee on Mainlenance of Membership in rhePhiliprine Bar approved the Resolution unJ r,rumitt"a the draft MCLEguidelines outlining the accreditation *quir.r"ntr, tecirnical rcquirements,securitl requirements, and 
. 
content r.q.iir"*"ni, 

-f 
or providers of MCLEonl.ine fur the Couit's consideradon;

. WHEREAS, the Court resolves to approve the following rules andregulations in the application, conduct, and avaitment ofMCLE online:

NOW THEREFOIp, acting on rhe letrer recommendation ofAssociate Justice Marvic M.y:F. Leoien, Ch;irp;;n of the Subcommitteeon Maintenance of Membership in the philippine gar, the court resolved toAPPROVE the 'Rutes and Regiation, i, ;; a;ed of MCLE Ontine. ,,

curDELrNEs u$r{llcnf, DrrA.rroN

section l' Accreditation Requirementsfor providers of MCLE onrine. -
a) 

ljj,l_:"-**ited MCIE prwider in good sranding with provenexpenence and track record in rhe delivery .f q""iiry 
-""1

substantive MCLE progmms;

b) Letter of intent to provide MCLE online addressed to the MCL€Governing Board;

c) Presentarion to rn:,yjlp Goveming Board of a working protorypeof their MCLE onune orrenng;

d) Must have a comperent Head Legal Officer who will lead and takecharge ofthe structufe' review ani verification ofthe contents oftheMCL,E online.ourr.rj

e) Commitment to comply with &e Data privacy Act @pA), includingbut not limited to, 
.Coltection,- 

-Use, 'O"r"" ih"Jr|Accessingfupdating, Retention of data, etc., pursuant to RepublicAct No. 10173.(Data privacy a" 
"ijOf 

ii and any amendmentsthereto;



Resolution
A.M. No, 19-10-16-SC

t) Private Providers:

1, Application for Accreditation as MCLE Provider

(MCLE Form No. 0l);

Articles of Incorporation and By-laws or Business

Registration showing that one of its primary purposes

is to provide continuing legal education program to

members of the Bar (MCLE Resolution No. 4, s' 2008);

Certificate of Registration issued by the Departmenl of
Trade and Industry (DTI) for SinglelSole Proprietor

stating that one of its purposes is to provide continuing
legal education;

List of of'ficials and employees, inctuding their resume

(MCLE Resolution No' 4, s.2008);

Organizational structure of the applicant (MCLE
Resolution No. 4, s. 2008);

Alfiliation and Memorandum of Agreement with a law
school (MCLE Governing Board Resolution No. 005-
2014\;

Five Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00) accreditation fee.

IBP National Office:

c)

h)

For Private Providers, pursuant to the requirement of affrliation with

ulu* ,"ftoot under M-CLE Goveming Board Resolution No' 005-

;r;;;, il*q"ired that faculty memblrs of the affiliate law school

-urt'huu" aciive participation in the crafting of the MCLE online

;;". such as, Lut not limited to,30% participation ofthe faculty

It ti.*U.* 
"f " 

to.mittee formed for this purpose which will take

.it"tg. "i the development of online courses/modules' or as

talenis/lecturers in the delivery of MCLE onlinellecture;

For IBP National Office, as the sole accredited Provider of all

MCLE activities, including those organized by its Chapters pursuant

to MCLE Coverning Boarl Resolution No' 002-2014' MCLE online

uppfl.utiunt from tbp Chapters must b€ coursed lhrough the IBP

tiutionut Office and shall Le subjected to the same standards as

herein set frrthl

Cornpliance with the basic accreditation requirements, as follows:

lv.

,\



Resolution

i. Applicarion for Accreditation as MCLE provider
(MCLE Form No. 0l);

One Thousand Pesos (f1,000.00) ac*editation fee.

Educational Institutions :

Application for Accreditation as MCLE provider
(MCLE Form No. 0t);

Lr9l]"_gO Organizational strucrure of the applicant
(MCLE Resolution No. 4, s. 2008);

List of faculty members;

Five 
.Thousand 

pesos ("5,000.00) for private
edusational institutions and One Tirousand pesos
{F1,000.00) for Slate Colleges and Universities,
accred itation fee.

Govemment Offices and Agencies:

i. Applicarion for Accreditation as MCLE
(MCLE Form No. 0l);

ii. Organizational stucture of the applicant (MCLE
Resolution No. 4, s.200g);

iii. One Thousand pesos (?1,000.00) accreditatisn fee.

Section 2. Teehnicat Requiremenls. _

a) Providers must have:

ll.

A.M. No. l9-10-t6-SC

Provider

3)

lv,

ll,

4)

l)
2)

3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Reliable intemet connectionl
High bandwidth availability, able to scale and capable
supporting numerous simultaneous connections;
plcrfption mechanism to protect users'data;
High availabiliry/uptime and low downtimes;
Data Retention and Desfuction policy;
Audit Trails and Logs;
Fast and reliable 2417 Customer Service Support in case
technical glitches/issues.

of

of



A.M. No. l9-10-16-SC
Resolution

b) Participans must have:

l) A device (desktoP, computer'

with front-facing camera and

course/module;

2) Reliable intemet connection'

laptop, tablet, srnartPhones)

capable of accesstng onltne

The MCLE Oifice may seek expert assistance of the Managemenl

infnnnxion System Ofnce 6'ttSOi of the Supreme Court' as needed'

Rule 2
AUTHENTIC,A,TION MEASURES

Section l, Security Requirements in the Registration of Participanls' -

1) The Provider musl ensure the identiry of their registere<l

participants by requiring submission of a copy' preferally.of

hiVherlBPloor.anygovemment.issuedlDforauthentication
purposes;

2) The Provider must incorporate, as part ofthe registration process'

statements for affirruation by the participant on the following:

i. As to the veracity ofhis/her identity;

ii. As to hislher faithful and truthful personal attendance

in viewing and cornpleting the MCLE online

course/module.

The Provider shall ensure compliance with the Data Privacy Act
(DPA) and its lmplementing Rules and Regulations by securing

the consent of participants through posting of privacy notices
prior to personal data gathering, with assurance drat processing

of data is consistent with privacy principles of transparency,

legitimate purpose, and proportionality;

Other authentication requirements as may be required by the
MCLE Coveraing Board.

Secfion 2. Security Requirements During the Conduct of MCLE Online. -

l) The Provider must incorporate authentication mechanism/s to
ensure the identity of the participant while viewing a

r)

4)



] Resolution
A.M. No. 19-10-16-SC

course/module (1.e., random snapshots, random video capturing,
facial recognition, etc.);

The Provider must incorporate interactive content in the
courselmodule by means of Q&A or other similar modes or
methods to engage active participation of viewer;

Forward streaming of course/module shall not be allowed and
should only be available to the pa*icipant after finishing the
whole course/module. The participant may, however, review or
go back to tlie previous slides at his&er convenienoe;

Other requirements as may be required by the MCLE Governing
Board.

Rule 3
GUIDELINES FOR APPROVAL OF Sf,MINAR

Section l. Substance qnd Conlent. -

l) Must have relevant, updated and substantial course/module
created in consonance with the purpose of the MCLE;

2) Must have logical content flow designed with the leaming
objectives of the MCLE and with the specific area,/s of interes]
covered by the course/module;

3) M-ust enable participants to download, in whole or in part, a copy
of the lecture materials;

4) Must have an evaluation method at the end of each
course/module to assess the following:

r',)

r)

4)

.t l.
lll.
lv,

relevance of the topic;
effectivity of delivery/speakers;
accessibility of the system;
other concems,

5)

the submission of which must be a pre-requisite for the issuance
of the certificate of completion oi the course/module by the
Provider:

Must provide the MCLE Office with access to orline
course/module and dashboard to view statistical data on the



Resolution
A.M. No. l9-10-16-SC

Section 2. Procedure fot Approvttl' *

Section 3. Validity of Pre'reeordetl Course/Modale. -

The validity of the pre-recorded course/module as palt of the

MCLE online offering of the Provider shall be dependent on the

periodic review to be conducted by the MCLE Goveming Board

and/or its designated "content referees or critiques," to determine

its continued relevance.

Updating ofthe pre-recorded course/module as may be necessary

to keep its knowledge content relevant must be carried out by the

Provider to preclude obsolescence of the program.

The MCLE Goveming Board must be duiy notified of any
update/edit on previously approved course/module before the
same may be made available lo registered users"

Rule 4
DETERMINATION OF CREDIT UNITS

numbers of registered participants and those laking MCLE

online at anY given time;

6) May provide hcility for forum discussion where participants can

,ui*. 
'qu.ttions' clarifications and/or comments relative to the

courseTmodule viewed, as well as ils presentation'

))

l)

For purposes of approval of the online course/module' the MCLE

Coverning goar; itloulO be allowed access to the prc-recorded

course/mJdul" to review its content, relevancy and delivery

where the Board rnay engage the services of"content referees or

critiques" who are ino*n 
"*p.ttt 

in their respective fields of
specialization;

After approval of the course/module as part of the-MCLE online

offering'of the Provider, the Board should still be allowed

continulng access to the course/module to periodically review its

relevance and knowledge content, as may be necessary'

The MCLE Goveming Board may, as it deems necessary and

appropriate, provide for other procedure/s for approval ofMCLE
online course/module,

/l

3)



Resolution
A.M. No. t9-10-16-SC

Section l, Credit (/nits. - for purposes of delermining the credit unit/s orequivaleat weig&t of a course/moaulr, trr. p;;;;"r, upon submission forapproval of the MCLE G:u.p.lq ngld 9f a pr"_rr"oid.d 
"ourr"/r;;;;,T:::.,:1i:": the proposed weightTcredit uniVs airJsuulecr areals for which irrs sougfir to be accredited. The weight/credit unirs shair be o*"r,ninui r.ru;on the following criteria:

a) content relevancy;
b) exhaustive content deliverv:
c) concise presentationi
d) delivery tools used;
e) lther parameters as may be deemed relevant by the MCLEOoverning Boaid;

The above information musr state crearly the cxact numbsr of units percourse/module and the subject areals under"Bu N". aso where the same isclassified and to which the corresponding unit/s wili be credited.

REPORTING O',,U'H",'"tr MCLE PROVIDER

section l' submission Requirements. * The provider is required to submit:

l) The name/s of the.lawyer/s who completed online course/s, withattached certification as to the number of hours "r;;;il, *;report on the summary of authentication mechanism./; .;pl;y.d(i.e., random snapshots, random videos, f*ia ,r."g"itl"i,,i"j
during registration and whire viewing the course/module;

2) Exhaustive l.pot . derailing information in case ofbreach/glitches/suspicious datai

3) Summary of Evaluation Results;

4) 
3*:.r.Oo* 

as rnay be required by the MCLE Coveming

Rule 6
PAYMENT OFACTIVITY FEE

Section l. pavment of .Activity Fee of per lJnit Taken by thcParticipants' - McLi o"rineir,urr [. irul." #* u"tiuiry fee. The fee andthe period for paymenr shalr be ari.*-i'nJ i"?. nrcls ImpremenringGuidelines. The fee is subject t" "il;;;;;';"y'iJi..*"a necessary by rhe



Notice ol' Re solution 10 A.M. No. l9-10-16-SC
Nr:vember 26.2019

MCLE Governing Board/Office, subjectto the approval of the Supreme Coul

en-Sun.. Su{ficilnt notice and reasonable time allowance shall be given to

the Provider in case of adjustment of fees'

Rule 7

PENALTY CLAUSE

section l. Penalties for lhe Prottiders. - Any provider found violating any of

the terms and conditions of general and online accreditation' and/or

employing fraud, rnisrepresenlati;n or any other form of deceit in the conduct

of its onti"nelon demand MCLE, shall be subjected to criminal and/or civil

actions as may be deemed necessary and appropriate, in addition to the

revocation/non-renewal of its accreditation.

section 2. Penalties for the Participonls - Any participant found employing

fraud, misrepresentation andlor deceit in the conduct of availing MCLE

online/on demand shall be subjected to appropriate disciplinary action

pursuan$o Rule 139-B (Disbarment and Discipline of .4ttomeys) of the Rule

of Court, as amended.

Rule 8

f,FFf,CTIVITY

Section l. Effectivity. - The Rules and Regulations in the Conduct of MCLE
Online shall take effect immediately following its publication in the Official
Gazette or two (2) newspapers of general circulation'

November 26, 2019, Manila, Philippines.

DIOSDADO
Chief

PARALTA
ustice

rsrELA lgn*ffi-uuon^"u
Associate JusticeAssociate Justice


