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MANDATORY CONTINTIING LEGAL EDUCATION

4th Floor, IBP Building
15 Doia Julia Vargas Avenue

Ortigas Center, Pasig City
T eI. Nos. 687 -7 3 49 I 627 -6268

OFFICE

MCLE Governing Board Resolution No, 09-2019

(Resolution Adopting Rules and Regulations in the Conduct of
MCLE Online)

WHEREAS, in consonance with the general purpose of lvlandatory Continuing
Legal Education as provided in Rule 1, Section 1, Bar lvlatter No.850 which is

" Continuing legal education is required of members of the Integrated
Bar of the Philippines (IBP) to ensure that throughout their career,

they keep abreast with law and jurisprudence, maintain the ethics of
the profession and enhance the standards of the practice of /aLa

the lvlCLE Governing Board approved a Resolution': allowing the conduct of MCLE

online subject to two (2) major requiremenls as follows:

a) assurance of authenticity of identity of lawyers taking online MCLE; and

b) relevancy of content of the program;

WHEREAS, there is a need to clearly define the minimum requirements and
responsibilities of accredited MCLE Providers desiring to conduct MCLE online;

WHEREAS, there is likewise a need to define the guidelines and minimum
requirements for lawyers who want to avail themselves of MCLE online;

WHEREFORE, in view of the foregoing, the MCLE Governing Board resolves to
issue the following rules and regulations in the application, conduct and availment
of MCLE online:

PaIt I. Accreditation Requirements for Providers of MCLE Online

A) A duly accredited MCLE Provider in good standing with proven experience
and track record in the delivery of quality and substantive MCLE programs;

B) Letter 0f intent to provide MCLE online addressed to the MCLE Governinq
Board;
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Presentation to the MCLE Governing Board of a working prototype3 of their
MCLE online offering;

Must have a competent Head Legal Offlcer who will lead and take charge of
the structure, review and verification of the contents of the MCLE online

courses;

Commitment to comply with the Data Privacy Act (DPA), including but not
limited to, Collection, Use, Data Sharing, Accessing/Updating, Retention of
data, etc. pursuant to Republic Act No. 10173 (Data Privacy Act of 2012) and

any amendments thereto;

For Private Providers, pursuant to the requirement of affiliation with a law

school under MCLE Governing Board Resolution No. 005-2014, it is required

that faculty members of the affiliate law school must have actjve
participation in the crafting of the MCLE online program such as, but not
limited to, 30o/o participation of the faculty as members of a committee

formed for this purpose which will take charge of the development of online

courses/modules/ or as talents/lecturers in the delivery 0f MCLE

online/lecture;

For IBP National Office, as the sole accredited Provider of all lvlCLE activities,

including those organized by its Chapters pursuant to MCLE Governing Board

Resolution N0. 002-2014, lvlCLE online applications from IBP Chapters must

be coursed through the IBP National Offlce and shall be subjected to the
same standards as herein set forth;

Compliance with the basic accreditation requirements, as follows:

1) Private Providers:

a) Application for Accreditation as lvlCLE Provider (MCLE Form No.

01);

b) Articles of Incorporation and By-laws or Business Registration
showing that one of its primary purposes is to provide continuing
legal education program to members of the Bar (lvlCLE Resolution

No. 4, s. 2008); Certificate of Registration issued by the
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) for Single/Sole Proprietor
stating that one of its purposes is to provide continuing legal
education;

c) List of officials and employees, including their resume (MCLE

Resolution No. 4, s. 2008),

3 Presentatron to the |CLE Governrng Board of a working pfoof or concept and live product demonstrabon of the
applicant! lvlCLE onlLn€ offennq compliant with 8ar [4atGr No. 850.

c)

D)

G)

H)



d) Organizational structure of the applicant (MCLE Resolution No. 4,
s.2008);

e) Affiliation and Memorandum of Agreement with a law school
(MCLE Governing Board Resolution No. 005-2014);

f) Five Thousand Pesos (P 5,000.00) accreditation fee*.

2) IBP National Office:

a) Application for Accreditation as MCLE Provider (MCLE Form No.

01);

b) One Thousand Pesos (P 1,000.00) accreditation fee*.

3) Educational Institutions:

a) Application for Accreditation as MCLE Provider (MCLE Form No.

01);

b) Profile and Organizational structure of the applicant (MCLE

Resolution No. 4, s. 2008)

c) List of faculty members;

d) Five Thousand Pesos (P 5,000,00) for private educational

institutions and One Thousand Pesos (P 1,000.00) for State

Colleges and Universitles, accreditation fee*.

4) Government Offices and Agencies.

a) Application for Accreditation as MCLE Provider (MCLE Form No.

01);

b) Organlzational structure of the applicant (MCLE Resolution No. 4,

s.2008);

c) One Thousand Pesos (P 1,000.00) accreditation feex.

Part U, Technical Requirements

A) Providers must have:

1) Reliable internet connection;

2) High bandwldth availability, able to scale and capable of supporting
numerous slmultaneous connections;

' lrnplementing Guidellnes for Colle.tion of l"lCLE F€€s and Disbu6emert of l'1Ct-E Fund dated 07lune 2016 issued by the



3) Encryption mechanism to protect usersr data;

4) High availability/uptime and low downtimes;

5) Data Retention and Destruction Policy;

6) Audit Trails and Logs;

7) Fast and rclla5le 74/7 Customer Service Support in case of technical
glitches/issues.

B) Participants must have:

1) A devlce (desktop, computer, laptop, tablet, smartphones) with front-
facing camera and capable of accessing online course/module;

2) Reliable internet connection.

The MCLE Office may seek expen assistance of the Management Information
System Office (MISO) of the Supreme Court, as needed.

Part III. Security Requirements

A) Registration of Padicipants:

1) The Provider must ensure the identity of their registered participants by

requiring submission of a copy, preferably of his/her IBP ID or any
government issued ID for authentication purposes;

2) The Provider must incorporate, as part of the registration process,

statements for affirmation by the participant on the following:

a) As to the veracity of his/her identity;

b) As to his/her faithful and truthful personal attendance in viewing

and completing the MCLE online course/module.

3) The Provider shall ensure compliance with the Data Privacy Act (DPA)

and its Implementing Rules and Regulations by securing the consent of
participants through posting of privacy notices prior to personal data
gathering, with assurance that processing of data is consistent with
privacy principles of transparency/ legitimate purpose, and
proportionality4;

4) Other authentication requirements as may be required by the MCLE

Governing Board.

4 Secllon l8 (Pdnciples of Tranparenq, LegLtimate Purcose and PrcpotionaLlry) Implementrng Rules and Regulatrons of
R€oublic Act No, 1,0173 known as the "Data Privacl Ad of 2012"



B) During the Conduct of MCLE Online:

1) The Provider must lncorporate authentication mechanism/s to ensure the
identity of the participant while viewing a course/module (i.e. random

snapshots, random video capturing, facial recognition, etc.);

2) The Provider must incorporate interactlve content in the course/module

by means of Q&A or other similar modes or methods to engage active
participation of viewer;

3) Forward streaming of course/module shall not be allowed and should

only be available to the participant after finishing the whole
course/module. The participant may/ however, review or go back to the
previous slides at his/her convenience;

4) Other requirements as may be required by the MCLE Governing Board.

Part IV. Approval of Online Seminar

A) Substance and Content:

1) N4ust have relevant, updated and substantial course/module created in

consonance with the purposes of N4CLE;

2) Must have logical content flow designed with the learning objectives of
lvlCLE and with the speciflc area/s of interest covered by the
course/module;

3) Must enable participants to download in whole or in part a copy of the
lecture materials;

4) lvlust have an evaluation method at the end of each course/module to
assess the following:

a) relevance of the topic;

b) effectivity of delivery/speakers;

c) accessiblity of the system;

d) other concerns,

the submission of which must be a pre-requisite for the issuance of the
certificate of completion of the course/module by the Provider,

5 R'rle L, Sectjon 1 of Bar Maiter 850 - Purpose ol the I{CLE - continuing Legal Education is requrcd of members of the
Inteqrated Bar of the PhLlippines (l8P) to ensur€ that thfoughout their career, they keep abfeast wft aw and
jurlsprudence, mantain the ethics ofthe profess on and enhance the standards ofthe practice of aw.



5) Must provide MCLE Office with access to online course/module and
dashboard to view statistical data on the numbers of reqlstered
participants and those taking |4CLE onllne at any given time;

6) May provide facility for forum discussion where pafticipants can raise
questions, clariflcations and/or comments relative to the course/module
viewed, as well as its Dresentation.

B) Procedures:

For purposes of approval of the online course/module, the MCLE Governing
Board should be allowed access to the pre-recorded course/module to
review its content, relevancy and delivery where the Board may engage the
services of "content referees or critiquesd who are known exDerts in their
respective Relds of specializatlon;

After approval of the course/module as part of the lvlCLE online offering of
the Provider, the Board should still be allowed continuing access to the
course/module to periodically review its relevance and knowledge content,
as may be necessary.

The MCLE Governing Board may, as it deems necessary and appropriate,
provide for other procedure/s for approval 0f lvlCLE online course/module.

Part V. Credit Units

For purposes of determining the credit unit/s or equivalent weight of a

course/module, the Provider, upon submission for approval of the MCLE

Governing Board of a pre-recorded course/module, must Indicate the
proposed weight/credit unit/s and subject area/s for which it is sought to be
accredited. The weighvcredit unit/s shall be determined based on the
following criteria:

A) content relevancy;

B) exhaustive content delivery;

C) concise presentation;

D) delivery tools used;

E) other parameters as may be deemed relevant by the MCLE Governing
Board;

6 l"lay b€ fiom the Philippine ludicial Academy (PhillA) CoDs of Lecturers or other legal education experts as may be
d€signated by sle MCLf Goveming Board.



The above information must state clearly the exact number of units per

course/module and the subject area/s under Blvl No. 850 where the same is

classified and to which the corresponding unit/s will be credited.

Part VL Validity of Pre-recorded Course/Module

The validiw of the pre-recorded course/module as part of the lvlCLE online

offering of the Provider shall be dependent on the periodic review to be

conducted by the lvlCLE Governing Board and/or its designated "content

referees or crltiques", to determine its continued relevance.

Updating of the pre-recorded course/module as may be necessary to keep

its knowledge content relevant must be carried out by the Provider to

preclude obsolescence of the program.

The I4CLE Governing Board must be duly notified of any update/edit on

prevlously approved course/module before the same may be made available

to registered users.

Part VIL Reporting duties of the MCLE Provider

B)

The Provider is required to submit the name/s of the lawyer/s who

completed online course/s, wlth attached ceftiRcation as to the number of

hours completed, and report on the summary of authentication mechanism/s

employed (i.e. random snapshots, random videos, facial recognition, etc.)

during registration and while viewing the course/module;

Exhaustive Repoft detailing information in case of breach/glitches/suspicious

0ata;

Summary of Evaluation Results;

Other reports as may be required by the lvlCLE Governing Board.

Part vut, Payment of Activity Fee of Per Unit Taken by the Participants

lnitially, lvlCLE Online shall be subject to an activity fee of P /unit.

The Provider should pay the activity fee within 

- 

days from receipt of

the assessment from the lvlCLE Office. Activity fee is subject to change as

may be deemed necessary by the lvlCLE Governlng Board/Offlce. Sufficient

notice and reasonable time allowance shall be given to the Provider in case

of adjustment of fees.

A)

c)

D)



Part IX. Penalty Clause

A) For the Providers

Any provider found violating any of the terms and conditions of general

and online accreditation, and/or employing fraud, misrepresentation or
any other form of deceit in the conduct of its online/on demand lvlCLE,

shall be subjected to criminal and/or civil actions as may be deemed

necessary and appropriate, in additlon to the revocation/non-renewal of
its accreditation.

B) For the Participants

Any participant found employing fraud, misrepresentation and/or deceit
in the conduct of availing MCLE online/on demand shall be subjected to
appropriate disclplinary actlon pursuant to Rule 139-8 (Disbarment and
Discipline of Attorneys) of the Rule of Court, as amended,

This Resolution shall take effect upon approval of the Supreme Court.

14 october 2019

Approved by:

SEDFREY M. CANDELARIA
I\4ember, PHIUA Representative

ABDIEL DAN
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MINERVA P, GONZAGA- REYES
Chairperson, MCLE Governing Board
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NII-O T. DIVINA

Member, PALS Representative

l"r kM
FIDES C. CORDERO.TAN

Member, UP Law Center Representative
AH FAJARDO

Member, I


