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MCLE GOVERNING BOARD RESOLUTION NO. O7-2OI9

(Resolution Prescribing that Cessation of the Ground for Exemption
Constitutes a Change of Status and Compliance with the MCLE is

Thereafter Required Pursuant to Rule Z Section 4, Bar Matter No. 850)

WHEREAS, Section 4, Rule 7, Bar Matter No. 850 pmvides:

'Section 4. Change of status. - The compliance period
sha begin on the first day of the month in which a
member ceases to be exempt under Sections 1,2,3 of this
Rule and shall end on the same day as that of all other
members in the same Compliance Group."

WHEREAS, a reading of the aforesaid provision on change of status of exempt
lawyers indicates that the intent thereof is to exempt them from the
requirements of the MCLE during the period of their incumbency only as it
expressly stated that their compliance period shall begin on the first day of the
month the member "ceases" to be exempu

WHEREAS, the practice of applying the two-thirds (2/3) rulel was adopted for
purposes of convenience and ease of monitoring the period of exemption of the
numerous lawyers enumerated in Section 12, Rule 7, Bar Matter No. 850, as werl

r tawyers who are exempt under Rule 7, Section 1, Bar Matter No. 850 must have oc.upied th€ positjon
for at leasttwo {2)years of the three-year compliance period before exemption may be granted burthe
validity ot the exemption is extended to the next compliance period

' "kion 1. Parties exempEd fron AE MCLE. - The foltowing nenbers of the qar are eempt from the
NCLE rquircment:

(a) The President and the Vi@ Pr6ident of the Philippines, and the SecetEries and t)nde64crekries of
Ex&uti/e Ikpartnents;

(b) knators and Menbers of the House of Relesentatives;
(c) fhe ChEf Juiice and Associate Justices of the Suprcne Coutt, incumbent and rctired nemLe6 of the

)udtciary, incumbent members of the Judicial and bar Counal, incumbent menbers of the Mandatory
Continuing Legal Educalon Commtttee, incunbent coutt ldtlyers who have avaited of the philipplne Judicial
Academy programs of contrhuing legal education;

(d) The Chiefstate Counsel, Chief StaE Prosecutor and Assistant Secretaies of the Department of Justtce;
(e) The Sol:citor General and Asststant Solicito5 6eneal)
(0 The Govemnent Corpoate Counsel, Deputy and Assitant Govemrnent CoryoraE Counsel;
(d The mairmen and nembeE of the &nstitutional Commissions;
(h)The Onbudsnan, the (retaq kputy Onbudsnan, the Deputy Ombudelen and the Special prcs$utor of

the Ofrce of the Ombudsman;
(i) Heads of govemment agencies exercisng qrasi-Judicial functions;
(, Incunbent deans, bar reviewes and professors of law who have teaching eypedence for at

leart En G0) years in acodiEd law sllools;



as those under Sections 23 and 34. but may not exactly be in consonance with
the aforesaid provision on "change of status" of the exempt lawyer;

WHEREAS, it is a general rule in statutory construction that if the wordings of
the law are clear and unambiguous the plain language of the statute should be

applied to accomplish the intent of the framers thereof; hence, considering that
the wordings of Section 4, Rule 7, Bar Matter No. 850 are clear and
unambiguous, the same should be applied as it is;

WHEREFORE, in view of the foregoing, the lvlCLE Governing Board resolves
that:

1) Applications/Attestations for Exemption under Sections 1,2,3, Rule 7, Bar
Matter No. 850 may be flled at the staft of the MCLE compliance period

applied for except in some cases where other than incumbency to the
position, a different requirement must be fulfilled prior to exemption (ex.
professors of law who have teaching experience of at least ten (10) years,
post graduate study where completion of the course is a requirement,
etc);

2) The exemption shall be valid only during incumbency to the positjon or
while the ground for exemption still exist and is considered invalidated
once the ground for exemption ceased, in which case the lawyer
concerned must comply with the MCLE requirement on the first day of the
month following the cessation of his/her ground for exemption and hjs/her
compliance period shall end as all others;

3) For purposes of counting the required number of units following the
cessation of the ground for exemption, the thirty-six (36)-unit requirement
per compliance period5 shall be divided to the thirty-six (36)-month
compliance period, such that the remaining number of months upon
cessation of exemption must be complied at the ratio of one is to one or

(0 fhe Chance or, Vice-Chancel/or and nenbec of the Corps of Professors anj professonal

Lecturco ofthe Phlliwine )udicial Acadeny; and
(l) Govenors and Mayors.'

Jsection 
2. Other patties exempted lromthe MCLE.- The Jollowing rl'er.,bets ofthe Batare tikewise

(o) Those who orc not in low ptdctice, privote or public.
(b) (b) Ihose who have rctied from low practice with thp opprovat of the lap Boord ol Govemorc.

a Good couse Jor exemption lron ot nodiJication of rcquienent.- A nember nay fite o vehJied rcquest
setting forth good couse lor exemption (such os physicot disobility, illness, post gtoduate sntdy obrood,
proven expertise in lov etc) Irom compliance wiah ot modficotion of ony oJ the rcquirements, including
on extension of time for complionce, in accordonce with d procedurc to be established bv the MCLE

5 
Every three (3) years p!rsuant to Section 1, Rute J, Bar Matrer No 850 ?// compliance Deriods shatt be

Jorthirty-slx (36)nonthsond shdllbegin the doy oJter the end oJ the prevlous conptionce peiod''



6)

one (1) MCLE unit per month still remaining in the compliance period

upon termination of the ground;

For purposes of determining the subjects to be taken after cessation of
the ground for exemption, the lawyer concerned may choose any of the

subject areas provided under Rule 2, Section 26, Bar Matter No. 850, as

long as each subject area does not exceed the maximum number of hours

prescribed in the rule;

It is incumbent upon the lawyers granted exemption to truthfully declare

the cessation of the ground of their exemption and to comply with the

MCLE as provided under Section 4, Rule 7, Bqr Matter No. 850. This

obligation shall be expressly stated in the Attestation/Application for

Exemption which must be executed under oath;

Any Board resolution, practice or policy inconsistent with this Resolution is

deemed amended;
7) Any issue or concern that may arise relative to the implementation of this

Resolution should be referred to the MCLE Governing Board for

oppr uPr roLc oLLrur r.
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Chairperson, MCLE Governing Board
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FIDES C. CORDERO-TAN

Member, Representative Member. UP Law Center Represenlative

" 6 units-legal lthics,4 unitsfrialand Pre trialSkal15, S units Alternative Dispute Resolution,9 unit3

Updates on Substantive and Procedural Law,4 unats_Legal Writing and oral Advocacy, 2 units-

lnternational Law and Conventioos and 6 units MCLE Presc.ibed Subiects


